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In March 2015, we reported on OptiBiotix Health 
PLC (AIM: OPTI), an exciting company specialising 
in biotechnological research. It has now been just 
over a year since OptiBiotix first arrived on AIM, 
yet it continues to grasp our attention through an 
impressive string of developments. 
 
- About OptiBiotix 
 
OptiBiotix was formed in March 2012 and arrived 
on AIM in August 2014 via a reverse takeover. 
The company focuses on an up and coming area 
of research, developing compounds which can 
modify the human microbiome. In turn, these 
compounds have the capability to interact with 
our physiological processes, which may prove 
beneficial to health. These developments have 
been made possible through use of the 
company’s two patented technological platforms 
– Optibiotic and Optiscreen. In the past 6 months 
alone, OptiBiotix has filed 4 additional patents 
and widened the number of microbial species 
within the platform, allowing them to explore 
new opportunities. 
 
OptiBiotix has chosen to target the vast multi-
billion dollar functional food market, by 
partnering with companies within the food, 
health and well-being industry. With around a 
quarter of both men and women in the UK 
currently classified as obese, there is a growing 
need for dietary changes that could hold benefits 
to our health. The Group has focused on 
developing products, which target three 
widespread health issues: obesity, high 
cholesterol levels and diabetes. In our last article, 
the progress of these three research projects 
were discussed; we now return to see how these 
have developed 6 months down the line. 
 
- Weight Management Formulation 
 

The Group’s most rapidly developed product is a 
multi-active weight management formulation. 
Whilst there are a number of products aimed 
around weight loss already on the market, many 
of these are based upon the removal of fat and 
sugar and tight calorie restriction. OptiBiotix 
weight management formula takes a different 
approach through the provision of ‘triple action’ 
functional benefits. By working closely with 
scientific experts in the weight management 
field, they have been able to identify ingredients 
that can improve satiety, increase metabolism 
and alter energy harvest from the food we eat.  
 
In March, we reported that this product was 
expected to come to market within a 12-month 
period and management report that they are still 
on track to achieve this. The Group is currently 
working in partnership with the Dutch group Nizo 
Foods, to incorporate their formula into yoghurts. 
They are optimistic that this product will be 
available on the shelves next year. In addition, 
OptiBiotix is continuing to work with a Group to 
produce an over the counter supplement using 
their formulation, giving them a wider market for 
their weight-management compound.  
 
We believe that a potential concern could be 
launching weight management supplements as a 
healthy part of our diet. Whilst they may help to 
tackle the obesity crisis, it is important that we 
don’t forget to target the underlying issues, such 
as overeating and sedentary behaviour. However, 
in terms of the product being a healthy addition 
to our diets, management suggest that 
consuming their product would not be dissimilar 
to taking other dietary supplements. Whether in 
the form of vitamins, omega 3 or protein 
products, the reasons behind consuming 
supplements are consistent – to benefit or 
improve our health. The OptiBiotix formulation 
could do just that, offering ‘triple action’ 
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functional benefits, which perhaps prevail over 
calorie restricting alternatives.  
 
- Cholesterol reducing microbial strain 
 
The second, equally exciting project which 
OptiBiotix continue to develop, is a patented 
cholesterol reducing microbial strain. This has 
potential for development as either a supplement 
or as a food ingredient. OptiBiotix has struck a 
deal with a large US corporate to take the 
product forward, holding obvious benefits in 
terms of globalisation.  
 
The most widely known cholesterol-reducing 
products are statins, which have been shown to 
reduce cholesterol levels by 20-25%. OptiBiotix 
does not intend to compete with statins, which 
are a pharmaceutical product, but rather provide 
a cholesterol-reducing product that falls within 
the functional foods market.  
 
Main competition comes from plant sterol and 
stanol products such as Benecol, which has been 
shown to reduce cholesterol levels by 5% to 10% 
per 3g intake. However, the amount required to 
see this reduction can have distinct effects on 
product taste. OptiBiotix is currently testing as 
little as 0.1g of their product in the hope to 
achieve similar, if not better, results. If this tiny 
amount proves effective in reducing cholesterol 
levels, there would be limited effects on taste, 
widening the company’s possibilities in terms of 
addition to products. 
 
In March, we acknowledged positive results of 
this OptiBiotix product in the lab, demonstrating 
an 81% decrease in cholesterol levels. Today, the 
Group is now at a stage where they have finished 
putting the compound through human trials. 
Data from this study, which took place at the 
University of Reading, came in last week and the 
company is currently in the process of discussing 

the results with their commercial partner. Fingers 
crossed that the results prove to be as positive as 
those from the lab study earlier in the year. 
- Calorie free sugars 
 
The final project, which OptiBiotix has been 
developing, is the creation of calorie-free sugars 
known as oligosaccharides . When bacteria in the 
gut break down oligosaccharides, short chain 
fatty acids are formed, which have been shown 
to influence how full we feel. Moreover, these 
fatty acids can also impact the width of tight 
junctions in the gut, which directly affects the 
amount of calories we absorb from food. So 
these ‘healthy sugars’ may not only have zero 
calories, but also may have the ability to make us 
feel fuller for longer and absorb fewer calories 
from the food we eat. In a world where there is a 
growing taste for sugary products, this OptiBiotix 
development could be extremely exciting.  
 
Research for this project is an on going process, 
taking place both through contract researchers 
and within Universities around the world. To 
date, OPtiBiotix is at a stage where they have 
been working on producing these sugars and 
testing them on microbes within a laboratory 
environment. Management suggest that the 
sugar industry is one in which they see a huge 
amount of potential commercially, and we are 
excited to see how this project develops in the 
future. 
 
- Financials 
 
OptiBiotix was admitted to AIM back in August 
2014, with a share price of 8p and market 
capitalisation of £5.7m. In just over a year, the 
company has seen an almost 500% increase in its 
share price to 46p and an increase in market cap 
to approximately £34m.  
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The Group raised £3.3m on admission and the 
Balance Sheet at 31st May 2015 showed net cash 
of £2.47m. The company is spending around £70k 
each month to fund their on-going research 
projects, which in their current financial position 
would give them until May 2018 to continue their 
research.  
 
They don’t appear to have any plans to raise 
more money but no doubt if new opportunities 
arose that would bring value to shareholders, 
they might reconsider things! 
 
- Intellectual Property (‘IP’) Issues 
 
As mentioned back in March, one of the biggest 
challenges surrounding the group is IP. OptiBiotix 
is continually working to develop their IP 
portfolio, and express that they will be placing 
particular focus on developing IP surrounding 
their calorie free sugars in the near future. The 
company currently has 9 patents in total, 
spanning across their two technology platforms 
as well as the three product areas. The group 
intends to add another 6 or 7 patents this year, 
alongside developing trademarks for their work. 
 
- Summary 
 
So far, OptiBiotix has been in the early phases of 
the business and has worked hard to put the 
foundations in place by developing technology 
platforms and establishing IP. The focus has now 
shifted to a phase of growth and 
commercialisation.  
 
Over the coming months, OptiBiotix intends to 
commercialise their weight management 
formulation into products, commercialise their 
cholesterol product globally alongside their 
corporate partner, and advance their healthy 
sugars into human trials. Whilst there is still a 

wait to see financial gain for the group, they have 
made a number of promising developments over 
the last 6 months and we wish them luck in 
following this same positive trend in the future. 
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DISCLAIMER 
 
This document is issued by Investors Champion. Investors Champion is a registered trade mark of Investors Champion Ltd who does not undertake 
investment business in the UK and therefore does not buy or sell shares, although it and individuals and companies associated with it may own 
shares.   
 
This information does not constitute advice or a personal recommendation or take into account the particular investment objectives, financial 
situations or needs of individual clients. You are recommended to seek advice concerning suitability from your investment advisor. 
 
Investors should be aware that past performance is not necessarily a guide to the future and that the price of shares, and the income derived from 
them, may fall as well as rise and the amount realised may be less than the original sum invested. This research is based on current public 
information that we consider reliable, but we do not represent it is accurate or complete and it should not be relied on as such. 
 
This research is not an offer to sell or the solicitation of an offer to buy or sell any security in any jurisdiction where such an offer or solicitation would 
be illegal. Our research is distributed primarily electronically and, in some cases, in printed form. No part of this report may be reproduced or 
distributed in any manner without the written permission of Investors Champion Ltd. Investors Champion Ltd specifically prohibits the re-distribution 
of this report, via the Internet or otherwise, and accepts no liability whatsoever for the actions of third parties in this respect.
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